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UM HOSTS TOW N M EETING ON RACE, DIVERSITY IN MONTANA
MISSOULA The University of Montana-Missoula will give local meaning to President Clinton’s initiative on
race Thursday, April 23, when it hosts a town meeting to talk about diversity issues relating to
Montanans.
The daylong gathering, billed as the Town Hall Meeting on Race and Diversity in Montana, will
feature five panel discussions with representatives from education, government and the community.
Panelists will respond to comments by keynote speaker Nathan Glazer, professor emeritus of education
and sociology at Harvard University and a vocal expert on affirmative action.
The town meeting will begin at 8:30 a m. Thursday in the University Theatre with a Native
American Blessing and Honor Song. UM President George Dennison will welcome the public at 8:45
a m. before turning the microphone over to Montana Commissioner of Higher Education Richard Crofts
for a discussion of “Diversity and the Future of Higher Education in Montana.” Glazer then will set the
stage for panel discussions and audience comments with his provocative talk, “Beyond Diversity and
Affirmative Action: Multiculturalism as an Educational and Social Reality.”
In 1975, Glazer’s controversial book, “Affirmative Discrimination” attacked affirmative action
on the principle that ability, qualifications and merit — independent of race, national origin or sex —
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should prevail in the workplace and education. Today Glazer has reversed his argument, writing in the
cover story of the April 6 issue of The New Republic that America would be worse off without
affirmative action because certain ethnic groups would be excluded from positions of influence, wealth
and power.
The town meeting is being sponsored by UM’s Diversity Advisory Council and the President’s
Office in response to President Clinton’s call for town meetings across the nation to promote
community dialogues about race and diversity. Clinton’s goal is to reduce tensions among racial and
ethnic groups. The White House is initiating discussions with business and religious leaders, university
presidents and political conservatives.
At a town meeting late last year at the University of Akron, President Clinton suggested that to
get to the root of the problem in understanding the feelings, perspectives and prejudices of people from
varied racial and ethnic persuasions, people must be willing to speak more frankly on their personal
feelings, according to an article in the Philadelphia Tribune’s online edition.
Ray Cross, associate professor of law and a UM Diversity Advisory Council member, said the
Missoula meeting’s goal is to begin a dialogue that can be continued.
“We are encouraging people from the entire region and from all walks of life to participate,” said
Kaycee Schilke, a member of UM’s Diversity Advisory Council. “We encourage people to bring
questions to the panels.”
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